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The Path to the Banality of Evil

Feng Ting

Abstract: Via the concept of the banality of evil, Hannah Arendt revealed a new
type of evil in modern society, which is entirely different from Kant’s ”radical
evil. ” This paper examines and analyzes three facets to uncover the path as
how and why banality combines with evil in modern society. First, the
gardening stance of modern countries, originated from the project of
modernity, divides the whole populace into plants of utility that are in
accordance with the requirements of rationally designed society, that is, garden
of rational design. or weeds that do not meet such requirements and need to be
removed. This has provided legitimacy to such acts of violence or evil as
genocide. Secondly, out of the need of the operation of itself, the machine of
modern politics has tamed the bureaucratic officers therein, removed their

independent conscience of morality and will., and made them each pure gears of
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the machine such that “the banality of thoughtlessness” has become the
indispensible element or constituent in the operation of modern politics.
Thirdly. along with the fall of politics that is independent and coherent with its
rationality and meaningfulness, politics has degraded into instrumental politics,
which has led to the disappearance of its closely related public sphere.
Consequently, political issues become technical or administrative issues that
require no need for public debates. thus, an independent, critical public has
morphed into a mass under manipulation; hence, collapse yet another barrier
against the fire of the banality of evil on its way. On this basis, this article
concludes that banality has been propelled toward evil by structural and
institutional factors in the development of modern society and political
operations. This is not to exculpate Eichmann. nor to incriminate each and
every individual, but to evoke reflection on the responsibility that each
individual must bear as a citizen when facing evils such as massacres so as to
establish premises for introspection of politics. To equal the probe into causes
of a crime to the attribution of the crime is unfair; to replace the probe into
causes of a crime with attribution of the crime is dangerous.

Keywords: the banality of evil, crime and responsibility, public sphere.
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M. EGER TR AR T TR N DR B“KAX”

4T QN PR K 26 X 2T R I B AT AR BRI R ) A B
AT 7 Akt CE 2 S T A B s 7 2 SR BUA P
YIAR T B I e AR LT A O — HU R R A (AR
F#.2003a:56) AT 3574 5L T BARBUR B AT I — S AT R
SR Y B 0 5 R R SR T IR RN R IR . AN
AFE VS b 150 o 76 30 A 0 1) 1 R M I B b IR 35 B T, R
FF(2004,“FF7:6) 45 . B E SRk B R FMER #E23 TR 1
—ANEEIF HOZ R R S BRI A T T X A TR0 A Rk 2055
k. Z. 615 ([1991]2003 :59) U1 1A Hy o 1 A 58 g 42 il i 4k 25 07 4 T LAHG
il & A EOR T E X G EA N7, S B TG R AR A
RAL 27 002 Z. 82 1kt 2 it 4R i — AN EH v E R 55 8ty
BREEAE R S CBUR B OB 4% IR Z. 18 (2006 “ 55 75 2
T B I 45 D AR M S8 T LA L o 2 8 g 8 3 ) B 4 %
25 BEE E B BRI FAHE T A 28 S S — AN A R s R
N7 (178412005 :62 — 66) T 1 ) “ 28 FF ML (i F 7 i A L 2s ], 3 & —
ANAERAIEZS” 2 AL 7AYo TR B SCEK AR AN B E A FA N AR S A s AR
TR N T 4 B T R (Wirtschaftsbirger) 48 & 5 8 8 B
(Staatshiirger) . ¥ 1 A7 19 1) 5 o 6 At A7 A9 ) 25 5045 5 0 A RCME . T
B B RS A4 B T4 41 (Selbstorgansation) Ay, oeeee N |
WS T BOAThEE.” (WG T H 17,1999, 1990 ¥ =74 11 T0) 78 1% 4~ A
A BRI RE M A ST b RN AR A A A A AT
[ 91 B U B [R) A e T B pl % B 1 LR MR 1t BT 0 DL
JIT U0 A AR B S0 B 28 TFREIE » X Al 23 T 18 v 15 1008 180 16 46
IEFRPERA IE T — 0k JERAEE A GO AJLER”, /ENBURZ
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At R v — A~ 2 A A PR 3R L 2 B T DL A [ AT BURL T O R
IXFPAL ST S S AT A 550 5 W A7 18K 224 Jeg 194 e 5 RN 47 2l (s DL 25 38y
199958 ; 3E M 52,2001 :374) ,

T PG 1 S , FOVERTBUIA 0] R A TN TF RIS 1 2 245U 1 7 A
S R — Bl RR S T 28 B U T BRI R AE R . 7SR SR R
S R B R R B A R T P R O BOG . EaE XECSF s AR
AT VR ZN BT B 6B S  SCR” CBUR T 5 A a2 A
Jo DX ) A 2 5%, BTAR R4 L ECIE AR S T 02 A i S A RRAELL B
HA A& SN IR RELLE S AT sk R A O etk . e R A & B0
{1 [ B 5t N 24T 78 43 1) 9 3 gl T R P S0 52 4 R UL L R TR R I
JEAL[RIFT 8 (act in concert) 1 UG (S WL AR - 2008 5 95 18, 2007) . fi
A A5 T U0 114 30K o IBSCT 0 A A 1T 75 A 0 DL D B A AT
SHFEE MR S A PR 7 M8 T Z. 808 75 T3 BUA ) T R 1
PRI A HE 207 B E T [ A B B0 LR R Y BUIR (B
[199972006,“F 7.6~ 7,74 = 77) A3 T BR 7L 1 45 BT BR A A4 4 0 <0
RECE7HEZE (S W ig 5 ,2001:116) , thAH#E T C. & JE(2005) 4%
JE B A R T, S b MRS A DM 2R LY
ZREE (FE 5 BUR WA OC I H 8t b AT & B b i AR 2 5
(18 400 b T s B DL A ) o L DA b 22 R 1 R R B L B S 2 A
W, RN BUA I — AR AR R R A B TR BT
SR I A I N 0L BRI A R SR S i N AE R L R A
ST FARAT IR AL R . W& Ul BUA B —Fh e A M e e A —
PREE 3l LB AR A B A AT 25 R . W B AR S AT A BT B
(4 B T B L AR S 0 BOR M2 AR . R UL BGA A A vE— i B i 38 3R
B R BOA A B AERRE N A RO B B RAE AR X T A LB
A FE RS B BUR T80 AR B L 1E QB8 0 B R G 0 i T v 4E R
Ui, “HEAE B TR A AR B DUA G A ARV R U A2 AR T (4T
va 2K 2 [1865]1992:203) o 76 BT &4 ok » 1 A AF B BUIA TR Bk LAAH
(4 B bR BUA I O S B R H AR A T e 28 FURR (F B IE /Y B0A SE
Too AHARSER 2, AR BUA M & RIS & — A TR SR, B
T RRAR L Bl T B 32 US4 L BE 2 s M 07 3h i Bk A DA
N HB RS T AR T A IS 5 Al A A M FR I 3 B
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T A8l T R BUE AR Sy fif Pt 23 R) R, 2 T R ) A
X AR A BT I B AR A B K s AR b A B Y B (1 B, 2007,
2009) . e DU IS 3 [ RE 4 A L 4 R Tl 52 A 0 HE A R AR IR AR,
AR T  F T AN S AT B 3R (g DL B 3, (199212003
503) , 7EMEAIEZEXT A S WmAlEZE B e A REdBUs S 5
S 3 3 R I — R ) SR SR 5 [ R R AR R —— AT R A AR A
45 BRI AT 2 PR A P 3 . ]S B R AR ERAEALT)
PLIC I I 28 A4 1 28 B X b 4 b 2 AR BOR MERY ) B 0% 7
WAHRIE RN oA E 5K b im0 28 1 et gy A R
(1 ° BR R 25 AR AT R HAT BOE 3 44 T o J0 B8 5y B 2647l i 22
SR (G DU 7, (199071999 :245) , AH I . 9K 7 1 45 ([1991]2004 ;184
— 185) 45 . FE T A = CRAT H B By A & R O AR E —FP e
BBt 47 (civic association), T & — ff “ 25\l B¢ & ” (an enterprise
association) , “ ‘& {32 % JRAS ] AR Oy B AR B9 BB R 19 B AR . TR
B E KR A AR R — AR R A S B 0 AR E E R AR E
b B 8 AR BRI CRIAE 1) Ak e 3 5 B X ) sl 5 47 3l 4R 45 i 98 5D vh
SEETE— AL M ARERE s B BUNPLE FRSEE) & X A
FALI TP B R P 38 TR 2 B R R X A5 A AL B R AL 2
POE LSRR o Fe G0l = i i TR, 5 2 2 5 R BOAERCR E K
(Leistungsstaat) 5 5 — fi A VE 5 52 18 5 (Polizeistaat ) (AR VS 7. Bl
UG B T HAL  BE VA RICE /Y [ 58 kB G T
TR TALRE” A 3k 5 T A B AR 0] R AT BB ) R B AT AS T A 0 S AR
W HAC B HAR T R ATHL K. X2 DL i Z. 6 & 45 51
BARMRPAFET AL R ATB LR BARGIG” s Wl 2 FHe/R « Il
R ([1973]1997:380 — 401 Fr i iy “FHE IR E 7 REE SLiR 7.

BUAR TR o T H “BUA M8 C W AR Sy RS A & AR
FRE Y % ZE Bl ] 33X 26 % G 1) R A TR 9 AR ) R, 20 AR X YA )
U RIF S IF I ERE T 2 4. X FRHEIR B3RP T I 19 BUE ok
Wb SEPR B A LA B TN 2R . TS X R BOA TR R
6 7 26 A IEAT B oA R R Y 2 e 2 A A TR R
XL s BT AR R B DL By Hr L Z. B2 A A5 R AR B DAOAS (] A0 T A
TR SR 50 o X T BT AE R ok B 2 T 2 T AR &
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TR T B0 2 R4 B (2 01 15, 2007 ; #5: , [1999]2006 . 78 — 86)
X F 0 DL E ISR 40, 2 B AL S A0 R AR S 0 B R A 1 R B K
FkE 25 Z 1 3 25 00T 2% - 45 G AR R AR I i e 2 B0 T A BUA I
FIVEDRE A 2 TL U ) FE T (i D55 3, [1990 11999 “1990 JR 7 5 746
11 =19 T s % T Z. 18 Sk 3 W AE 8 8 B AR R A SR A £ Sk 1y 7]
BF B O] [ — O 2 A 8 I8 TN A e ] B O 3 1 RA N R A L 4
1 B 0 5 40 (B, (1999712006 : 77 — 90 ; K #2006 180 — 181) ,
AN 3 A BE TR A A AN TR 43 BT 44 1) ] — AN 45 R IR S A
FOrpoRT DLAE BOA (0] R AT HE 0 Pk 1 2 TFRE I JF R X B KAL) Y Ry
SRt TN AT B T 1) 2 S SR 1 AR L B T

5 AR 2 RAMA N BA 2 R B 1 T 3510 9% 2 B0 A i o sl 4
7% (#f12 ,[1999712006 :69 ; 1 U1 Th 17, [199011999.245) ; Tiii 76 A Sk & X H.
A A PVRIBE 7922 A7 (public) T8 A% Sy I 8y A HHE™ 8 A8 Sk KA
(mass) ., “NARFI“ KA E AT B X 5] » 1 Q0w U1 T 307 5o K R 87 19 X 4
FRVERI G RS A2 AR (D2 NFER BB WA ZE I (2)
S AR 2 SR PR AN T 3 K (AT ] — o 25 LTS i 7 BV A5 30 5 Ay [l
IV 5 (3) B X 18 T TR B 2 L REAE A A8 1A T Bl s A48 SR 32 3k AL
Jak AT AT Bl Bl S R B E R AR s (O BUBAHLR I A XS A R T B3
KA REHATEh 2/ B E AR, AR KRR, (D FRIK
DL NEE 32 B NG 2 RN BRI LT 32 KARAR BE i > A1
TR LS ; (2) F PP EREHLUE A AT TE SR XEVE B BD 20 ) A 250
1N 5 (3) 328 e v 1 72 DL 8 75 A i S it 25 48 A 2 20 9 i) 3k 212 A YRGB 1Y
)T (O KRB B E1E A B AL I A3 B AR
AT T KA 3 351 T B UL A AT AT 38 1 CRIR 3, 1956 12004 ¢
386 ; 14 U1 25 47, [ 1996 11999295 — 296) ,

Wi B R T H2Ak B ) 8 iy 2 5878 S JE 202 AHEVE 1 4% AR ]
R AT ) 8, B 8 SRR 1 B A AR IS R KRR T RE S A
RCHI R 1F 7 B [ 2800 2 el S A8 DN B ARG A7 e AR A5 S A 0 I A
B AR F AT 2 TR A B i R ARE B KRS IR T .

i 1 Xt PR R 2. i ML 5 A LA B DL 37 2 A O R AR A A
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HLIRATE S P2 SRR ER R G R 5 I & R R B
TRIBAT I B A A M R B S N AR DRI L SR X2 A R IR
FIRL A HMCEATZ R A N A T 52AE? A, J 1A 8 5 9 &
T BT R 1 R — 1 DL A o BT 1 SV R O A b A 5 T 1 A M 1
TR 5 X A R R AR CHB B A0 1 A B ) BV 20 K A R
(A o 2 7 g 3E A 2 T 5 R 57 Wi 7

AR ) A S8 R TR A . TR A PR 5 R AT R IR 4% R g A
ok, PG e XA AR EE2MIANNLFELTHER
NSRS AU B R 58 5 BT8R 15 2 S AR 3R 7 X
FERIE T 5 5 Lo R 7R B B S 10 25 4 4% 4 Al 3 22 HE T L 18 235
22 25 A R TR AE M A 27 AR R 22 BN S B I A8 1 = A T
b 770 B S 7 3 A = A A R R [ (BT 4, 20032 47 5 IR
£1,2003:9-10), Axt. i85 A2 IR T I8 UEAE T 3 A = 1 IE 2
P ARSI P48 e BRI B 50 (4 AR A R T AE TR R 5 U B
M3 A = )R BT E (AR AR SO BRI AE) o SEBR b Bl AR e 45
JF A NERA R (Guilt) ™3 FE A58 8 {8 3t I R 40 48 A AR A
5t (Responsibility) "/ & K . F-7E 1945 45, B4 R5 gk 7ECHL 2L 1 SR 47 F
e 3 14 5 AT ) — SCH IR S 4R 0 A0 9B N 28 A IR R L a2 2K
M TEAT o THDGF 3 2K TG I8 2 ZE A A AR 2 T A 2 78 5 FE 4 R 24K
NFE K IR A A B 3R A7 . B S ELBE 77 B9 N & AS RE AL AL LA
TV A X FE A B 5 1 J B0 22 A AH B> AT F I Tz 4 R S8 A I
P I AT A N AT 2 F 4 A ok r XA 18 02 BT BUA 19 8
AT EE (= WAMES],2003:5)

BT A2 25 1) 30 A 25 3 BT A 1 O A A G LS I Ol 3 BB T 1
TT VRIS R T AT ) b bl 22k A S0 A o . 3 0 X 20 AT BUIA 1 (56
PR ) TEAT 55 38 18 LA B3R 9 S B T8 5 Bl 48 4 I o 3= 5K o 3 ) 4R 1) B
REXWNHAGRY S HEHLL T #1703 S0 5TE (BT FE,
2003b:142 - 153) , WHLRE UL M H AN AR HES 5 %, Bn
B AEAE A R UREA TT. L. 7T LUK . BT A 4 2 BT AR ) G e
b AL 308 5 T ) 3 M T ) R 1 O R ARE L SRS SR O A
SUBE R E A AR R SR IR AT A AW A
ek LG AR A AR R 2 BRTE TG R R A% 3 R 1) 1 I BT I HH Y 1
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ST AU TR BRI S8 "R L pi 4R . T aX — a5 S BT 451
DL S ARGE Y Z. 8 S AR AR ME S KB RO MBI F 7 T s R AR 3
B A 38 R A5 B i 1R e
KREREFGERAM et B9 ARAEFEIANAT @,
Flot it M e T HAR T AAR L R AT A FEY . AAKXE
Fo) 2 FF AR A G —F B R —ANBKE— " R AL
B 2 M 2p - 28 04 2 A R FHT B RFReE LA,
MmEFHT EEERHSE LR EIRENTHER, —WHL
AEYGNER—EF AR F AR R, M7 % F
T EA SR A AR AR A BAT A AR XA
BET BB bAR Y, — BRGNS RE %
FHERARR LIRS ERERMNAZHHRG F O LS
AW AEFEF X T . (18 ,[1989]2002b: “Fi 5 "4 7 50
e T 2Z AN A U R 0T T R PR AT AR [F AR AT B A RN A
A2 s LAKTIRAT 9 051 45 AR X D R A 38 2 FE B 1 . X R FE R 7 T
— B IRAT R IR T R Y E &, — BIRATECGE T B
JEE BRSO 5 0 0 KB A K R 1 IEHE 2 B FR A S [ B R R A
BT B T X R RSO T FRATT BB A TR B R RURE B 4 E
BRI BEVE AR A AE . TECHRME S KRB AR ) — B iy & B Ab , i %
KB AR B ROE IS BRAE T R 2 P D A R A L Z. S
5T KRB AW RZ 55— REZENTERRA — DA I £, 5
BB S TR A R RAE S U A O BEETRAET
AN T 5 A7 BEHOCA BRA 45 F0 2 AR I HEN] 55 — i A IR 2
FIEME N 552 b AR, AR RETET L E M. A
ABE X FET A AR TR B R 2R . 5— 20—
AN B AN O 4L 2 A BB (12,2002 268 — 269) il A B 1
T L SR R R AT O T U NS R R 2 N RB
A CEARME TEMEYSZ L2 ARA—BEMaNRItZ
I T S BB LT 0 1 B R A 85 R B AR 1k 27 () E 269) F5 50 L FRATT
AT AR A — i )y 5 T 6 R 1T R T K 2 A I N T AT AR 1
BT R I AT R BT R 1k AR T BT AR I A A
XF UL Z. 8 e CBRAR 1 5 K A ) P A TS B4 A A CHIS A0 11
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A2 ) A [\ 22 . HX) I n] 8T A JEL2R , A05T 28 T BT 48 R DL AR A
AR O S BB 5 T8 YD) OFf #1501 % — &
GIEAE W55 T2 NCH M) CEARHES o0 I ) 210k [ IR 9 41
2 (FHRBOR) FE S, %BTLaL%%%@ﬁUIEE%?”%mQ%
AR A 4 22 N i ok rpr . TR ik S JE A R I 1 Oy 5Lk B L TSR
W5 IE AN TE 4 — B0 E Rk b o PR AU s AT A0 SR DA R A B A i e S
RHPME LA B R M, X R UA to AR o ARk 2 s A R
AT AR 2% HL A A S 8 L B T B O At A R BE A 4 RO
P 5 A 2 £ 0 T T R 106 06 29077 76 BCFE B S R B A R A i
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